Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 186804 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ACDA-07 10-13 EB-08 NRC-05 OES-07 ERDA-05 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 FEA-01 COME-OO 
/109R 

DRAFTED BY AF/S:DKEOGH:KHS 
APPROVED BY AF:TWSEELYE 
AF/P:RHOLLADAY 

041655 090114Z/70 

O 090003Z AUG 77 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, SF, US 

SUBJECT: TASS STORY ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVICE 

1 . WE ARE PROVIDING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE HERE 
ON WHICH YOU MAY WISH TO DRAW IF ASKED IN CONNECTION WITH 
TASS ALLEGATIONS RE IMMINENT TESTING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
NUCLEAR DEVICE. FURTHER GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS IN 
PREPARATION AND WILL BE SENT SEPTEL. 

2. PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 

Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THE SOVIET CLAIM THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ABOUT TO TEST A NUCLEAR WEAPON? 

A: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE PLANS 
OR PREPARATIONS TO TEST A NUCLEAR DEVICE. 
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Q: DO WE HAVE INTELLIGENCE TO INDICATE WHETHER THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS ARE WORKING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A: THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE SAID THEY ARE NOT WORKING ON 
WEAPONS. AND THAT THEIR NUCLEAR RESEARCH PROGRAMS ARE FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. I WILL NOT COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE 
MATTERS. 
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Q: DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE US HAS NO GROUNDS TO WORRY 
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS? 

A: NO. SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT A PARTY TO THE NON-PROLIF- 
ERATION TREATY (NPT). MOREOVER, SHE HAS 
DEVELOPED AN INDIGENOUS PROCESS FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF 
URANIUM. THAT PROCESS IS NOT UNDER THE SAFEGUARDS SYSTEM 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA). THE US, 

OF COURSE, FAVORS UNIVERSAL ADHERENCE TO THE NPT, A POINT 
WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS. 
UNSAFEGUARDED FACILITIES— PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FACILITIES 
SUCH AS ENRICHMENT AND REPROCESSING-ARE, OF COURSE, 
ALWAYS GROUNDS FOR CONCERN BECAUSE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY HAS NO WAY OF INDEPENDENTLY VERIFYING THAT A 
FACILITY IS BEING USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 

Q: HAVE THE SOUTH AFRICANS RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
US OR OTHER SOURCES WHICH WOULD HELP THEM MAKE A NUCLEAR 
WEAPON? 

A: AS A MATTER OF LAW AND POLICY, AND AS A PART OF OUR 
NPT OBLIGATIONS, THE US DOES NOT ASSIST COUNTRIES TO 
ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. WE HAVE NEVER PROVIDED THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS WITH SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY. 
VIRTUALLY ALL NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS NOW FOLLOW SIMILAR 
POLICIES. 
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Q: WHAT IS OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM? WHAT HAVE WE PROVIDED IN THE WAY OF NUCLEAR 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES? 

A: OUR BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA IS LIMITED 
TO PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE PEACEFUL USE. THAT COOPERATION 
DATES BACK TO AN AGREEMENT SIGNED IN 1957. UNDER THAT 
AGREEMENT, SINCE 1965 WE HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING HIGHLY- 
ENRICHED URANIUM FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S US-BUILT RESEARCH 
REACTOR, WHICH IS USED SOLELY FOR ENGINEERING TESTS, 

ISOTOPE PRODUCTION AND FUEL ELEMENT DEVELOPMENT. SAFE- 
GUARDS ARE APPLIED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY. IN SHORT, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO USE OUR INFLUENCE AS 
A SUPPLIER TO CREATE AND STRENGTHEN SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
NUCLEAR WEAPON PROLIFERATION. 

IN RECENT YEARS, WE HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY STRINGENT 
IN WITHHOLDING EVEN THE MOST MINOR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ENRICHMENT PROGRAM IN KEEPING WITH OUR OPPOSITION 
TO ANY FURTHER SPREAD OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES IN 
NATIONAL HANDS, AND OUR OPPOSITION TO UNSAFEGUARDED 
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NUCLEAR FACILITIES. 

Q: WHAT ARE WE CURRENTLY DOING ABOUT US SUPPLIES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: OUR NUCLEAR POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA IS CURRENTLY 
UNDER REVIEW, AS ARE ALL ASPECTS OF US RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE OUR AGREEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
AMENDED IN 1974 TO PERMIT EXPORT OF LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM 
FOR ELECTRICAL POWER GENERATION. NO EXPORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
OR ARE IMMINENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 186804 ACTION USUN AUG 10. 

QUOTE IMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 186804 SENT ACTION PRETORIA AUG. 9, 1977 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, SF, US 

SUBJECT: TASS STORY ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVICE 
1 . WE ARE PROVIDING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE HERE 
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ON WHICH YOU MAY WISH TO DRAW IF ASKED IN CONNECTION WITH 
TASS ALLEGATIONS RE IMMINENT TESTING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
NUCLEAR DEVICE. FURTHER GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS IN 
PREPARATION AND WILL BE SENT SEPTEL. 
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2. PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 

Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THE SOVIET CLAIM THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ABOUT TO TEST A NUCLEAR WEAPON? 

A: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE PLANS 
OR PREPARATIONS TO TEST A NUCLEAR DEVICE. 

Q: DO WE HAVE INTELLIGENCE TO INDICATE WHETHER THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS ARE WORKING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A: THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE SAID THEY ARE NOT WORKING ON 
WEAPONS. AND THAT THEIR NUCLEAR RESEARCH PROGRAMS ARE FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. I WILL NOT COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE 
MATTERS. 

Q: DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE US HAS NO GROUNDS TO WORRY 
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS? 

A: NO. SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT A PARTY TO THE NON-PROLIF- 
ERATION TREATY (NPT). MOREOVER, SHE HAS 
DEVELOPED AN INDIGENOUS PROCESS FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF 
URANIUM. THAT PROCESS IS NOT UNDER THE SAFEGUARDS SYSTEM 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA). THE US, 

OF COURSE, FAVORS UNIVERSAL ADHERENCE TO THE NPT, A POINT 
WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS. 
UNSAFEGUARDED FACILITIES— PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FACILITIES 
SUCH AS ENRICHMENT AND REPROCESSING-ARE, OF COURSE, 

ALWAYS GROUNDS FOR CONCERN BECAUSE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY HAS NO WAY OF INDEPENDENTLY VERIFYING THAT A 
FACILITY IS BEING USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 

Q: HAVE THE SOUTH AFRICANS RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
US OR OTHER SOURCES WHICH WOULD HELP THEM MAKE A NUCLEAR 
WEAPON? 
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A: AS A MATTER OF LAW AND POLICY, AND AS A PART OF OUR 
NPT OBLIGATIONS, THE US DOES NOT ASSIST COUNTRIES TO 
ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. WE HAVE NEVER PROVIDED THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS WITH SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY. 
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VIRTUALLY ALL NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS NOW FOLLOW SIMILAR 
POLICIES. 

Q: WHAT IS OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM? WHAT HAVE WE PROVIDED IN THE WAY OF NUCLEAR 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES? 

A: OUR BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA IS LIMITED 
TO PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE PEACEFUL USE. THAT COOPERATION 
DATES BACK TO AN AGREEMENT SIGNED IN 1957. UNDER THAT 
AGREEMENT, SINCE 1965 WE HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING HIGHLY- 
ENRICHED URANIUM FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S US-BUILT RESEARCH 
REACTOR, WHICH IS USED SOLELY FOR ENGINEERING TESTS, 

ISOTOPE PRODUCTION AND FUEL ELEMENT DEVELOPMENT. SAFE- 
GUARDS ARE APPLIED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY. IN SHORT, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO USE OUR INFLUENCE AS 
A SUPPLIER TO CREATE AND STRENGTHEN SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
NUCLEAR WEAPON PROLIFERATION. 

IN RECENT YEARS, WE HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY STRINGENT 
IN WITHHOLDING EVEN THE MOST MINOR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ENRICHMENT PROGRAM IN KEEPING WITH OUR OPPOSITION 
TO ANY FURTHER SPREAD OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES IN 
NATIONAL HANDS, AND OUR OPPOSITION TO UNSAFEGUARDED 
NUCLEAR FACILITIES. 

Q: WHAT ARE WE CURRENTLY DOING ABOUT US SUPPLIES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: OUR NUCLEAR POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA IS CURRENTLY 
UNDER REVIEW, AS ARE ALL ASPECTS OF US RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE OUR AGREEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AMENDED IN 1974 TO PERMIT EXPORT OF LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM 
FOR ELECTRICAL POWER GENERATION, NO EXPORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
OR ARE IMMINENT. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 
USIAEA 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 186804 SENT ACTION ALL AFRICAN DIP POSTS 
XMT PRETORIA AUG 1 1, 1977 REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 186804 ACTION USUN AUG 10. 

QUOTE IMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 186804 SENT ACTION PRETORIA AUG. 9, 1977 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TAGS: PDEV, SF, US 

SUBJECT: TASS STORY ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVICE 

1 . WE ARE PROVIDING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE HERE 
ON WHICH YOU MAY WISH TO DRAW IF ASKED IN CONNECTION WITH 
TASS ALLEGATIONS RE IMMINENT TESTING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
NUCLEAR DEVICE. FURTHER GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS IN 
PREPARATION AND WILL BE SENT SEPTEL. 

2. PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 
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Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THE SOVIET CLAIM THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ABOUT TO TEST A NUCLEAR WEAPON? 

A: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE PLANS 
OR PREPARATIONS TO TEST A NUCLEAR DEVICE. 

Q: DO WE HAVE INTELLIGENCE TO INDICATE WHETHER THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS ARE WORKING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A: THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE SAID THEY ARE NOT WORKING ON 
WEAPONS. AND THAT THEIR NUCLEAR RESEARCH PROGRAMS ARE FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. I WILL NOT COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE 
MATTERS. 

Q: DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE US HAS NO GROUNDS TO WORRY 
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS? 

A: NO. SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT A PARTY TO THE NON-PROLIF- 
ERATION TREATY (NPT). MOREOVER, SHE HAS 
DEVELOPED AN INDIGENOUS PROCESS FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF 
URANIUM. THAT PROCESS IS NOT UNDER THE SAFEGUARDS SYSTEM 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA). THE US, 

OF COURSE, FAVORS UNIVERSAL ADHERENCE TO THE NPT, A POINT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS. 
UNSAFEGUARDED FACILITIES— PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FACILITIES 
SUCH AS ENRICHMENT AND REPROCESSING-ARE, OF COURSE, 

ALWAYS GROUNDS FOR CONCERN BECAUSE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY HAS NO WAY OF INDEPENDENTLY VERIFYING THAT A 
FACILITY IS BEING USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 

Q: HAVE THE SOUTH AFRICANS RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
US OR OTHER SOURCES WHICH WOULD HELP THEM MAKE A NUCLEAR 
WEAPON? 

A: AS A MATTER OF LAW AND POLICY, AND AS A PART OF OUR 
NPT OBLIGATIONS, THE US DOES NOT ASSIST COUNTRIES TO 
ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. WE HAVE NEVER PROVIDED THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS WITH SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY. 
VIRTUALLY ALL NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS NOW FOLLOW SIMILAR 
POLICIES. 

Q: WHAT IS OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM? WHAT HAVE WE PROVIDED IN THE WAY OF NUCLEAR 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES? 

A: OUR BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA IS LIMITED 
TO PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE PEACEFUL USE. THAT COOPERATION 
DATES BACK TO AN AGREEMENT SIGNED IN 1957. UNDER THAT 
AGREEMENT, SINCE 1965 WE HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING HIGHLY- 
ENRICHED URANIUM FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S US-BUILT RESEARCH 
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REACTOR, WHICH IS USED SOLELY FOR ENGINEERING TESTS, 

ISOTOPE PRODUCTION AND FUEL ELEMENT DEVELOPMENT. SAFE- 
GUARDS ARE APPLIED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY. IN SHORT, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO USE OUR INFLUENCE AS 
A SUPPLIER TO CREATE AND STRENGTHEN SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
NUCLEAR WEAPON PROLIFERATION. 

IN RECENT YEARS, WE HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY STRINGENT 
IN WITHHOLDING EVEN THE MOST MINOR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ENRICHMENT PROGRAM IN KEEPING WITH OUR OPPOSITION 
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TO ANY FURTHER SPREAD OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES IN 
NATIONAL HANDS, AND OUR OPPOSITION TO UNSAFEGUARDED 
NUCLEAR FACILITIES. 

Q: WHAT ARE WE CURRENTLY DOING ABOUT US SUPPLIES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: OUR NUCLEAR POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA IS CURRENTLY 
UNDER REVIEW, AS ARE ALL ASPECTS OF US RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE OUR AGREEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
AMENDED IN 1974 TO PERMIT EXPORT OF LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM 
FOR ELECTRICAL POWER GENERATION, NO EXPORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
OR ARE IMMINENT. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 186804 
ORIGIN 10-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /004 R 
66011. 

DRAFTED BY : IO/UNP:RB ARRY 
APPROVED BY :IO:ESWOPE 

065706 101047Z/12 

R 100525Z AUG 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 186804 SENT ACTION PRETORIA AUG. 9, 1977 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186804 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, SF, US 

SUBJECT: TASS STORY ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVICE 

1 . WE ARE PROVIDING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE HERE 
ON WHICH YOU MAY WISH TO DRAW IF ASKED IN CONNECTION WITH 
TASS ALLEGATIONS RE IMMINENT TESTING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
NUCLEAR DEVICE. FURTHER GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS IN 
PREPARATION AND WILL BE SENT SEPTEL. 

2. PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS: 

Q: CAN YOU CONFIRM THE SOVIET CLAIM THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 
ABOUT TO TEST A NUCLEAR WEAPON? 

A: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE PLANS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OR PREPARATIONS TO TEST A NUCLEAR DEVICE. 

Q: DO WE HAVE INTELLIGENCE TO INDICATE WHETHER THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS ARE WORKING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A: THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE SAID THEY ARE NOT WORKING ON 
WEAPONS. AND THAT THEIR NUCLEAR RESEARCH PROGRAMS ARE FOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES. I WILL NOT COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE 
MATTERS. 

Q: DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE US HAS NO GROUNDS TO WORRY 
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS? 

A: NO. SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT A PARTY TO THE NON-PROLIF- 
ERATION TREATY (NPT). MOREOVER, SHE HAS 
DEVELOPED AN INDIGENOUS PROCESS FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF 
URANIUM. THAT PROCESS IS NOT UNDER THE SAFEGUARDS SYSTEM 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA). THE US, 

OF COURSE, FAVORS UNIVERSAL ADHERENCE TO THE NPT, A POINT 
WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS. 
UNSAFEGUARDED FACILITIES— PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FACILITIES 
SUCH AS ENRICHMENT AND REPROCESSING-ARE, OF COURSE, 

ALWAYS GROUNDS FOR CONCERN BECAUSE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY HAS NO WAY OF INDEPENDENTLY VERIFYING THAT A 
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FACILITY IS BEING USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 

Q: HAVE THE SOUTH AFRICANS RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
US OR OTHER SOURCES WHICH WOULD HELP THEM MAKE A NUCLEAR 
WEAPON? 

A: AS A MATTER OF LAW AND POLICY, AND AS A PART OF OUR 
NPT OBLIGATIONS, THE US DOES NOT ASSIST COUNTRIES TO 
ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. WE HAVE NEVER PROVIDED THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS WITH SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY. 
VIRTUALLY ALL NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS NOW FOLLOW SIMILAR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 186804 

POLICIES. 

Q: WHAT IS OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM ? WHAT HAVE WE PROVIDED IN THE WAY OF NUCLEAR 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES? 

A: OUR BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA IS LIMITED 
TO PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE PEACEFUL USE. THAT COOPERATION 
DATES BACK TO AN AGREEMENT SIGNED IN 1957. UNDER THAT 
AGREEMENT, SINCE 1965 WE HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING HIGHLY- 
ENRICHED URANIUM FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S US-BUILT RESEARCH 
REACTOR, WHICH IS USED SOLELY FOR ENGINEERING TESTS, 

ISOTOPE PRODUCTION AND FUEL ELEMENT DEVELOPMENT. SAFE- 
GUARDS ARE APPLIED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY. IN SHORT, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO USE OUR INFLUENCE AS 
A SUPPLIER TO CREATE AND STRENGTHEN SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
NUCLEAR WEAPON PROLIFERATION. 

IN RECENT YEARS, WE HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY STRINGENT 
IN WITHHOLDING EVEN THE MOST MINOR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ENRICHMENT PROGRAM IN KEEPING WITH OUR OPPOSITION 
TO ANY FURTHER SPREAD OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGIES IN 
NATIONAL HANDS, AND OUR OPPOSITION TO UNSAFEGUARDED 
NUCLEAR FACILITIES. 

Q: WHAT ARE WE CURRENTLY DOING ABOUT US SUPPLIES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: OUR NUCLEAR POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA IS CURRENTLY 
UNDER REVIEW, AS ARE ALL ASPECTS OF US RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. WHILE OUR AGREEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA WAS 
AMENDED IN 1974 TO PERMIT EXPORT OF LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM 
FOR ELECTRICAL POWER GENERATION, NO EXPORTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
OR ARE IMMINENT. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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